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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  the  School  Health  Services  in  the  area  administered  by  the 
Education  Committee  of  the  Herefordshire  County  Council.  It 
relates  to  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1946. 

I find  difficulty  in  presenting  a comprehensive  report  since  I 
only  took  up  my  appointment  as  your  School  Medical  Officer  on 
the  1st  December,  1946,  and  it  would  be  invidious  to  comment 
on  the  statistics  of  the  report  arrived  at  during  the  time  of  my 
predecessor. 

Routine  Inspection. — The  routine  medical  and  dental 
inspection  of  school  children  in  specified  age  groups  was  carried 
out  as  formerly  throughout  the  year.  Some  5064  children  were 
medically  examined  and  25,797  were  given  routine  dental  inspec- 
tion. In  addition,  1,980  children  were  examined  at  special 
examinations  or  at  re-inspections. 

Nutrition. — The  percentages  recorded  in  this  category  were  : 
Excellent,  15.17  as  compared  with  7.27  in  1945  ; Normal,  76.12 
as  compared  with  80.32  recorded  in  1945  ; 8.59  were  recorded  as 
Slightly  Subnormal  and  0.12  as  Bad,  compared  with  11.94  and 
0.47  in  1945. 

Although  these  figures  are  encouraging  it  should  be  noted  that 
these  categories  are  difficult  to  define  and  vary  according  to  the 
clinical  standards  of  the  individual  members  of  the  medical  staff. 

Staff. — Dr.  S.  W.  Savage,  the  School  Medical  Officer,  termin- 
ated his  appointment  on  the  31st  August,  1946,  and  Dr.  I.  F. 
Mackenzie,  the  Deputy  School  Medical  Officer,  left  the  authority 
on  the  31st  December,  1946. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Heap  was  appointed  School  Dental  Officer  and  took 
up  his  duties  on  the  11th  November,  1946.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
appointment  will  lead  to  an  improvement  in  the  organisation, 
development  and  technical  efficiency  of  the  School  Dental  Service. 

The  School  Nursing  Staff  was  provided  by  the  Herefordshire 
County  Nursing  Association  and  this  service  continued  to  be 
successfully  run  by  the  County  Nursing  Superintendent  and  two 
Assistant  Superintendents.  The  arrangement  wherebv  the  same 
Nurse  acts  as  District  Nurse,  Midwife,  Health  Visitor  and  School 
Nurse  appears  to  work  well  in  the  rural  parts  of  the  County,  but 
it  is  noted  that  when  the  Education  Act  came  into  force  in  1945, 
6 whole-time  Health  Visitors  in  the  Hereford  City  became  available 
and  have  devoted  one  half  of  their  time  to  School  Nursing. 
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In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Clerical 
Staff  for  their  support  and  pay  a tribute  especially  to  those  who 
have  returned  during  the  year  from  service  with  H.M.  Forces 
and  already  have  settled  down  to  the  routine  work  of  the  De- 
partment. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  S.  Cooks  on, 

County  Health  Department,  School  Medical  Officer . 

35,  Bridge  .Street, 

Hereford. 

March,  1947. 

STAFF. 

(a)  Medical. 

School  Medical  Officer — S . W.  Savage , M.  A . , M.D . , D.  P.  H . ( Resigned 
31/8/46).  J.S.  Cookson,  M.A.,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Barrister-at-Law. 
(Appointed  1/12/46). 

Deputy  School  Medical  Officer — I.  F.  Mackenzie,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 
D.T.M.&H.  (Resigned  31/12/46). 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officers — H.  F.  Green,  M.B.,  B.Ch., 
D.P.H.  (Returned  from  war  service  12/8/46)  ; W.  Hogg,  M.B., 
B.S.,  D.P.H.  ; Mary  M.  McKelvie,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

(b)  Dental. 

Senior  School  Dental  Surgeon.- — 1.  B.  Heap,  L.D.S.  (Appointed 
11/11/46). 

Assistant  School  Dental  Surgeons — L.  H.  Challenger,  L.D.S.  ; 
Annie  McA.  Douglas,  L.D.S.  ; R.  B.  Steel,  L.D.S.  (Returned 
from  war  service  1/4/46)  ; Q.  H.  Miller,  L.D.S.  (Part-time 
duties  in  the  City  of  Hereford). 

(c)  Nursing. 

County  Nursing  Superintendent — Miss  B.  Shenton,  M.B.E., 
S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Deputy  County  Nursing  Superintendent — Miss  F.  M.  Tombs, 
S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Assistant  County  Nursing  Superintendent— Miss  E.  D.  Still, 
S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

School  Nurses— The  staff  of  fifty  Nurses  in  the  County  carry  out 
the  School  Nursing  in  addition  to  their  other  duties. 

In  the  City  of  Hereford  there  are  six  full-time  Flealth  Visitors 
who  devote  half  of  their  time  to  School  Nursing  duties. 

(d)  Clerical. 

One  Grade  II  (Section  Clerk)  is  in  charge  of  the  School  Medical 
Section  with  the  full-time  services  of  three  General  Division 
Clerks,  while  a proportion  of  the  services  of  other  clerks  is  used 
as  required. 
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COUNTY  PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

Number  of  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

Number  of  children  on  School  register. 

Ages  ...  4 5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12  13  14  15  Total 


227  1230  1528  1514  1446  1516  1456  1099  1112  1142  189  20 

Results  of  Medical  Examinations. 


Number  of  Children  examined  : 
f Entrants 

...  1365 

Routines  J Second  Age  Group 

...  1189 

^ Third  Age  Group 

822 

Other  Routines: 

848  Total  4224 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re-Inspections  ...  1417 


Summary  of  Defects  Found. 

Number  of  children  found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  1544 

Number  of  children  requiring  observation  ...  ...  ...  447 
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DEFECTS. 

Total  number  of 
defec  ts  found. 

Number  referred 
for  treatment. 

Number  referred  for 
fur  ther  observation. 

T otal  number  of 
defects  found. 

Number  referred 
for  treatment. 

Number  referred  for 
further  observation. 

Total  number  of 
defec  ts  found. 

Number  refererd 
for  treatment. 

Number  referred  for 
further  observa  tion . 

Total  number  of 

defects  found. 

Number  referred 

for  treatment. 

! Number  referred  for 

further  observation . 

Total  number  of 

defects  found. 

Number  referred 

for  treatment- 

Number  referred  for 

further  observation. 

(a)  E.N.T.  Defects — 
Enlarged  or  un- 
healthy Tonsils 

and/or  Adenoids 

600 

145 

151 

380 

96 

49 

199 

35 

14 

219 

39 

32 

149 

81 

65 

Otitis  Media 

6 

1 

2 

6 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

6 

5 

— 

3 

2 

1 

Defective  hearing 
not  known  to  be 
associated  with 

above 

7 

2 

2 

4 

1 

— 

4 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

( b ) Skin  Diseases — 

Ringworm  (Head) 

1 

i 

■ — • 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ringworm  (Body) 

1 

i 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

Impetigo 

5 

4 

— 

4 

4 

— 

2 

1 

— 

4 

4 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Scabies  ... 

5 

5 

— 

13 

12 

— 

5 

5 

— 

6 

3 

— 

3 

3 



Other  conditions 

22 

10 

- — 

15 

6 

— 

9 

1 

— 

11 

4 

— 

4 

4 

— 

(c)  Deformities — 

Rickets  ... 

4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 











Spinal  Curvature 

12 

7 

1 

19 

10 

1 

8 

3 

2 

11 

4 



2 

2 



Pes  Planus 

14 

8 

1 

14 

9 

1 

16 

10 

— 

17 

7 



10 

10 



Other  conditions 

60 

20 

4 

35 

8 

4 

21 

4 

i 

33 

5 

2 

4 

3 

1 

(d)  Squint 

82 

13 

3 

56 

9 

1 

31 

7 

i 

32 

3 

i 

10 

8 

2 

Other  External 

Eye  Diseases  ... 

22 

1 

— 

22 

3 

— 

11 

6 

— 

17 

3 

— 

3 

3 

— 

(e)  Defective  Vision 

23 

9 

11 

149 

76 

27 

120 

73 

15 

150 

83 

21 

148 

135 

11 

(/)  Bronchitis 

41 

7 

13 

32 

7 

5 

9 

_ 

5 

13 

1 

6 

2 

1 

1 

Asthma  ... 

5 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

(g)  Heart — - 

Organic 

5 

3 

— 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 



1 

1 

Functional 

16 

— 

2 

19 

2 

— 

24 

10 

2 

23 

4 

3 

5 

2 

2 

(h)  Anaemia 

44 

24 

3 

31 

19 

— 

16 

9 

- 

29 

16 

1 

21 

21 

— 

(?)  Defective  Nut- 
rition— 

Slightly  subnormal 

Grade  “C”:  ... 

80 

80 

— 

112 

112 

— 

82 

82 



94 

94 



114 

114 

Bad  Nutrition, 

Grade"  D” 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(j)  Speech  Defects  & 

Stammering  ... 

14 

— 

2 

8 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

(k)  Tuberculosis 
(suspected) — 

Pulmonary 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

i 



o 

3 



1 

] 

Non-Pulmonary 

2 

2 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

(l)  NervousSystem — 

Epilepsy... 

4 

4 

— 

3 

2 

— 

1 

i 









2 

i 

i 

Chorea  ... 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 





o 

o 

3 

Eneurisis... 

11 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

6 

2 

1 





3 

9 

1 

Other  conditions 

15 

— 

— 

5 

— 

1 

1 

— 

13 

1 

1 

— 

(in)  Other  Defects 

(unclassified) 

61 

14 

13 

51 

13 

6 

36 

12 

o 

O 

44 

15 

10 

30 

21 

8 

12485 


1547 

9,9. 


18 


7 — 


fl 


141  89  ' f ; 


™ t 


28 


9 99 
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FURTHER  DETAILS  OF  MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

EYES. 


Number  of 
children 
examined. 

Errors  of  Refrac- 
tion found,  and 
Spectacles  pres- 
cribed. 

Spectacles 
obtained 
through  County 
Scheme. 

Dr.  Barnes. 

Hereford 

386 

254 

221 

Dr.  Richardson. 

Kington 

13 

8 

8 

Leominster  ... 

46 

35 

34 

Ross  

50 

34 

31 

Total 

495 

331 

294 

In  addition  to  the  above,  two  children  were  found  to  require  operative 
treatment,  which  has  been  carried  out  at  the  Victoria  Eye  Hospital,  Hereford 
and  Moorfields  Hospital,  London,  respectively. 


EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT  OPERATIONS. 


Hospitals. 

Tonsils 

only 

Adenoids 

only 

T onsils  and 
Adenoids 

Total 

County  Council  Hospital 

— 

5 

176 

181 

Kington  Cottage  Hospital 

— 

— 

20 

20 

Ledbury  Cottage  Hospital 

1 

— 

15 

16 

Leominster  and  District  Hospital 

7 

— 

34 

41 

Ross  Cottage  Hospital  ... 

— 

— 

23 

23 

Tenbury  and  District  Hospital... 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Worcester  Royal  Infirmary 

, 

— 

15 

15 

Total 

8 

5 

286 

299 

In  addition  to  the  above  cases  referred  chiefly  for  tonsils  and  adenoids, 
twelve  cases  of  Otitis  Media  were  admitted  through  the  Education  Committee's 
Scheme  to  the  County  Council  Hospital,  and  thirteen  cases  received  Out- 
Patient  treatment. 


ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINICS. 


Hereford 

Ledbury 

Leominster 

T otal 

Number  of  children  attending 

209 

38 

57 

304 

Deformity  of  Toes 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Admitted 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

1 

1 

4 

to  the 

Hallux  Valgus  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Robert 

Congenital  Dislocation  of 

Jones  and 

Hip 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Agnes 

Osteomyelitis 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Hunt  Or- 

Hammer  Toe 

1 

— 

— ■ 

1 

thopaedic 

Spastic  Paraplegia 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Hospital 

Polio-encephalitis 

— • 

1 

— 

1 

Oswestry 

Deformity  of  Right  Hip 

1 

— - 

— 

1 

Spastic  Hemiplegia 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Number  treated  at  clinics  without 

being  sent  to  Oswestry 

200 

36 

55 

291 

5 


MINOR  AILMENTS  CLINIC,  HEREFORD. 


Disease  or 

Defect. 

Treated 

wholly 

in 

Clinic. 

Referred 

for 

Hospital 

Treatment. 

Referred  for 

Domicilary 
treatment  by 
own  doctor. 

Total 

Skin — 

69 

Impetigo  ... 

69 

— 

— 

Scabies 

69 

— 

— 

69 

Dermatitis  (all  forms) 

38 

- — 

— 

38 

Verruca  Planis 

8 

- — 

— 

8 

Ringworm 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Septic  Sores  and  Boils  . . . 

201 

— 

— 

201 

Chilblains 

11 

— 

— 

11 

Warts 

8 

— 

— 

8 

Eyes — 

20 

Acute  Conjunctivitis 

13 

7 

— 

Blepharitis  and  Styes 

30 

— 

— 

30 

Defective  Vision  suspected 

41 

3 

— 

44 

Respiratory  System — 

Bronchitis... 

- — 

— 

7 

7 

Suspected  Tuberculosis 

— 

8 

— 

8 

Vermin  Infection  ... 

477 

— 

— 

477 

Nose  and  Throat — 

Acute  Tonsilitis  ... 

— 

— 

25 

25 

Acute  Rhinitis 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Unhealthy  Tonsils  and 
Adenoids  (referred  to 

T.  & A.  Clinic) 

— 

31 

31 

Ears — 

Chronic  Otorrhoea 

48 

5 



53 

Acute  Middle  Ear  Disease 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Deafness  ... 

3 





3 

Wax 

9 

> — 

9 

Infectious  Diseases 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Injuries  (all  forms)  ... 

263 

17 

— 

280 

Miscellaneous — 

General  Debility  ... 

110 





110 

Cervical  Adenitis 

4 



6 

10 

Orthopaedic  Conditions  . . . 

3 

7 

10 

Issue  of  Adjuvants — 

Tablets  Vitamin  C. 

61 

— 

— ■ 

61 

Total  attendances  for  Verminous 

Conditions 

2190 

— 

— 

2190 

Total  attendances  at  Minor 
Ailments  Clinic  excluding 

Verminous  cases  ... 

7611 

— 

— 

7611 

6 


SCHOOL  CHILDREN  ADMITTED  TO  AND  DISCHARGED  FROM 
NIEUPORT  SANATORIUM  FOR  EARLY  TUBERCULOSIS, 
TUBERCULOSIS  CONTACTS  OR  BEING  CASES  OF  SUB-NORMAL 

GENERAL  HEALTH. 


Obser- 

vation 

Early 
Pul.  T.B. 

Non- Pul. 
T.B. 

Total. 

ADMITTED 

Boys 

9 

2 

2 

13 

Girls 

15 

9 

3 

27 

Total 

24 

11 

5 

40 

DISCHARGED 

Boys 

14 

3 

1 

18 

Girls 

9 

9 

3 

21 

Total 

20 

12 

4 

39 

There  were  no  deaths. 


NUTRITION. 


Year 

Total 
Number  of 
children 
Examined 

A 

Exce 

llent 

I 

Not 

1 

mal 

C 

Slii 

Subm 

> 

ihtly 

irmal 

I 

Be 

) 

%d 

No. 

0/ 

/ 0 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/ 0 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

1939 

4064 

431 

10.61 

2717 

66.85 

899 

22.12 

17 

0.42 

1940 

4763 

492 

10.33 

3371 

70.77 

873 

18.33 

27 

0.57 

1941 

6097 

486 

7.97 

4667 

76.55 

913 

14.97 

31 

0.51 

1942 

6263 

479 

7.65 

4705 

75.12 

1036 

16.54 

43 

0.69 

1943 

4316 

301 

6.97 

3173 

73.52 

801 

18.56 

41 

0.95 

1944 

5631 

417 

7.41 

4466 

79.31 

717 

12.73 

31 

0.55 

1945 

4540 

298 

6.56 

3681 

81.08 

538 

11.85 

23 

0.51 

1946 

4224 

577 

1366 

3273 

77-49 

368 

8-71 

6 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  SCHOOLS. 

Schools. 

No  particular  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  occurred  in  primary  or 
secondary  schools  throughout  the  year.  Only  two  schools  were  closed  on 
account  of  infectious  disease  : 1 for  Scarlet  Fever  and  1 for  Measles. 

Two  Low  Attendance  certificates  were  issued  in  order  that  one  school 
could  remain  open  on  account  of  Influenza. 

ABSENCES  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  INFECTIOUS  OR  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES. 


Chicken  Pox  ... 

...  45 

Impetigo 

4 

Measles 

...  21 

Mumps 

...  60 

Rubella 

8 

Scabies 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

...  14 

Whooping  Cough 

...  74 
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EDUCATIONALLY  SUB-NORMAL  CHILDREN. 

During  the  year  a further  20  children  were  examined  and  found  to  be 
Educationally  Sub-Normal.  The  following  action  was  advised  in  respect  of 
these  cases  : 

1.  To  be  dealt  with  under  Section  57  (3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944. 

(Of  this  number,  9 were  reported  to  the  Mental  Denciencv 
Committee). 

2.  Recommended  for  admission  to  a Special  Residential  School. . . 

(Actually  admitted — 1). 

Permanently  excluded  from  attendance  at  school  pending  Special 

School  vacancies.  ...  ...  • • • • • • • • y ’ " " 

3.  Temporarily  excluded  from  attendance  at  school  for  later  review  ...  - 

In  addition  to  the  above,  3 children  were  dealt  with  under  Section  57  (5) 
of  the  Education  Act,  1944. 


NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  MAINTAINED  IN  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS  ON 

DECEMBER  31st. 

For  the  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted. 

Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Edgbaston  3 children  at 
7144  each  per  annum., 

Chorley  Wood  College  for  the  Blind— 1 child  at  £220  per  annum. 

For  the  Deaf  and  Partially  Deaf. 

Royal  School  for  the  Deaf,  Edgbaston,  Birmingham— 6 children  at  7,150 
each  per  annum. 

Royal  Cambrian  Institution  for  the  Deaf,  Brynwern  Hall,  Newbridge- 
on-Wye — 1 child  at  £130  per  annum. 

For  the  Epileptic. 

Maghull  Home,  Maghull,  Liverpool— 1 child  at  £96  per  annum. 

For  the  Educationally  Sub-Normal. 

Allerton  Priory  R.C.  School,  Liverpool — 3 children  at  7)65  each  per 
annum. 

Monyhull  Colony  School,  Kings  Heath,  Birmingham — 2 children  at  £126 
each  per  annum. 

Nazareth  House  Home  for  R.C.  Boys,  Stoke  Bishop  (Day  Special  School) 
— 1 child  at  £22  per  annum. 

For  the  Delicate  and  Physically  Handicapped. 

Halliwick  Cripples  Home  for  Girls,  Winchmore  Hill,  London — 1 child  at 
£99  per  annum. 

Bradstock  Lockett  School  of  Recovery,  Southport — 1 child  at  £91  per 
annum. 

Convalescent  Home  for  Physically  Handicapped  Children,  West  Kirby- — 
1 child  at  £95  per  annum. 

St.  Vincent’s  Open  Air  School,  St.  Leonards-on-Sea — 1 child  at  £91  per 
annum. 

Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Oswestry — 7 
children  at  £219  each  per  annum. 


UNCLEANLINESS  AND  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 


Average  Number  of  Visits  per  School  made  by  Nurses  during 
the  year 

9.9 

Total  Examinations  of  Children  made  during  the  year 

91239 

Number  of  Individual  Children  found  Unclean 

1466 
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REPORT  ON  THE  DENTAL  SCHEME  FOR  1946. 


The  last  note  on  dental  treatment  was  made  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  1944  when  attention  was  drawn  to  the  low  percentage 
of  parents  accepting  the  offer  of  treatment  for  their  children. 
During  the  war  a large  increase  in  the  acceptance  rate  would 
have  been  embarrassing,  but  the  handicap  of  insufficient  staff 
has  now  been  overcome.  Mr.  R.  B.  Steel  returned  to  his  duties 
here  from  service  with  the  Royal  Naval  Volunteer  Reserve  in 
April  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Heap  was  appointed  Senior  Dental  Officer, 
commencing  duty  in  November. 

The  years  1945  and  1946  have  shown  the  highest  acceptance 
rate  since  the  scheme  was  extended  to  all  children  attending 
school.  The  fact  that  treatment  has  been  free  in  these  two  years 
may  have  caused  this  result.  However,  more  than  half  the 
parents  concerned  still  do  not  accept  treatment  for  their  children. 

During  the  year,  26,287  children  were  inspected  and  of  these 
11,443  were  recommended  for  treatment.  In  common  with  the 
rest  of  the  country  the  condition  of  children’s  teeth  has  improved 
during  the  war  years.  This  improvement  is  particularly  notice- 
able in  the  younger  children.  The  children  receiving  treatment 
numbered  5,301,  being  46%  of  those  requiring  it. 

The  actual  treatment  given  consisted  of  the  extraction  of 
473  permanent  and  4,552  temporary  teeth  whilst  2,395  fillings 
were  inserted,  2,293  of  these  for  permanent  teeth.  The  provision 
of  hospital  treatment  for  children  requiring  a general  anaesthetic 
has  been  continued  and  44  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

The  problem  of  accommodation  for  dental  treatment  is  acute. 
The  fact  that  only  one  dental  clinic  was  in  existence,  this  one 
having  been  taken  over  from  the  City  Authority  in  1945,  meant 
that  most  of  the  dental  staff  worked  continuously  in  unsatis- 
factory premises  and  caused  considerable  inconvenience  to 
schools  and  teachers.  The  temporary  clinics  used,  in  urban  areas 
were  poor  and  will  offer  little  attraction  to  the  parents  previously 
refusing  offers  of  treatment  and  whose  attitude  must  be  changed 
if  the  acceptance  rate  is  to  be  increased. 
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DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 
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MULTIPLE  EXTRACTIONS  IN  HOSPITALS. 

Number  of  children  treated  under  General  Anaesthetics 
Number  of  extractions  (permanent  teeth) 

Number  of  extractions  (temporary  teeth)  ... 


DOMESTIC  SUBJECTS  CENTRES. 


Changes  have  taken  place  in  the  method  of  teaching  Domestic 
Subjects  so  that  emphasis  is  no  longer  being  laid  on  the  need 
for  training  potential  cooks,  laundresses  and  the  like,  in  practical 
cookery,  laundry  work,  etc.  “ Homecraft,”  because  of  most 
girls  natural  interest  in  it,  provides  a wonderful  opportunity  for 
educating  them  in  the  art  of  living  as  individuals,  as  members  of 
a family  and  finally  as  members  of  a community.  Personal 
hygiene  is  being  taught  by  practical  application.  Child-care 
instruction  has  been  given  in  all  but  one  of  the  full-time  Centres, 
by  District  Nurs^  Health  Visitors. 

An  important  innovation  has  been  approved,  as  an  interim 
measure,  by  the  Education  Committee.  Girls  who  prepare  a 
dinner  as  part  of  their  practical  work  at  a Centre  may  now  be 
supplied  with  it  “ free  ” if  they  are  entitled  to  free  dinners,  or 
at  the  same  charge  made  to  them  for  a school  dinner. 


PROVISION  OF  SCHOOL  MEALS. 

Meals. 

Development  of  the  scheme  has  been  comparatively  slow  during 
the  year,  largely  owing  to  difficulties  of  labour  and  materials. 
The  seven  Central  Kitchens  which,  with  the  two  Ministry  of  Food 
Cooking  Depots,  cover  supplies  to  all  schools  in  the  County,  are 
completed. 

To  enable  children  to  have  meals  wherever  possible,  children 
are  in  many  cases  feeding  on  their  school  desks,  the  washing  up 
being  returned  to  the  Central  Kitchen  each  day  until  sculleries 
can  be  built  at  the  schools.  By  the  end  of  the  year  only  14 
schools  in  the  County  were  not  having  meals  and  it  was  hoped 
that  these  would  begin  early  in  the  New  Year. 

The  last  return  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Education  for  one  day 
in  October  showed  that  out  of  the  children  present  70.18%  were 
having  meals — this  figure  compares  very  favourably  with  other 
rural  areas. 

Regular  monthly  meetings  of  Central  Kitchen  Supervisors 
were  started  in  November.  Practically  all  the  food  is  now 
freshly  prepared  and  cooked  on  the  day  of  service  and  it  is  hoped 
ultimately  that  this  will  apply  to  all  foods.  The  Ministry’s 
main  concern  is  that  the  full  rations,  points  and  priority  allow- 
ances and  additional  fresh  vegetables  and  unrationed  foods  are 
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used  although  this  can  only  be  done  if  expenditure  on  food  is 
above  the  5d.  paid  by  the  children. 

Milk. 

The  Government  authorised  free  milk  to  all  school  children  as 
from  6th  August,  1946.  Owing  to  limited  supplies  the  quantity 
permitted  at  the  moment  is  l/3rd  of  a pint  per  day  for  each 
child,  and  extra  free  milk  for  delicate  children— which  was  prev- 
iously authorised  on  the  recommendation  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer — cannot  now  be  granted. 

95.9%  of  the  children  in  all  schools  in  the  County  and  City 
are  receiving  free  milk.  Ten  schools  are  without  a fresh  milk 
supply,  but  negotiations  are  proceeding  to  find  a supplier  and 
failing  this  National  Dried  Milk  will  be  supplied. 

The  Ministry  of  Education  and  Ministry  of  Food  are  pressing 
the  Authority  to  obtain  supplies  of  either  T.T.  or  Pasteurized 
milk  for  all  schools.  Preliminary  enquiries  are  in  progress. 


PHYSICAL  EDUCATION. 

The  Authority  has  approved  the  appointment  of  an  Assistant 
Woman  Organiser,  but  no  appointment  has  been  made  through 
lack  of  applicants  for  the  post.  A teaching  vacancy  in  Physical 
Education  has  remained  unfilled  for  the  same  reason. 

Regular  advisory  visits  to  Schools  have  been  maintained 
and  two  Refresher  Courses  for  Teachers  have  been  held. 

The  difficulty  in  respect  of  obtaining  Games  Equipment  has 
persisted  throughout  the  year,  though  of  late  there  has  been  some 
improvement. 

The  Authority  proposes  to  give  early  consideration  to  the 
question  of  Playing  Fields  for  use  by  Schools  and  Youth  Organ- 
isations. 

During  the  year,  a Part-Time  Swimming  Instructor  has  been 
appointed  and  agreement  has  been  reached  with  the  Hereford 
City  Council  regarding  the  reservation  of  the  Corporation  Swimming 
Baths,  for  use  by  the  Hereford  City  Schools  and  such  Rural  Schools 
as  can  be  accommodated. 
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PRIMARY  SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 


(1)  Playgrounds. 

Repairs  have  been  effected  to  17  Comity  School  playgrounds 
and  the  Authority  have  agreed  to  make  grants  towards  the  cost 
of  repairs  to  playgrounds  in  Voluntary  Schools  in  4 cases. 

(2)  Heating. 

New  stoves  and  grates  have  been  provided  and  repairs  carried 
out  to  existing  stoves  and  grates  in  43  schools. 

(3)  Equipment. 

New  desks  have  been  ordered  for  19  Schools. 

(4)  General  Sanitary  Arrangements. 

Drains  have  been  overhauled  and  repaired  in  16  Schools. 

(5)  General. 

Instructions  have  been  given  for  repairs  to  be  effected  to 
school  floors  in  10  cases  and  general  repairs  and  renovations  to 
be  carried  out  in  52  Schools. 


COUNTY  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 


Number  on  Roll . 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Bromyard  Grammar 

53 

78 

131 

Hereford  High  School  for  Boys. . . 

305 

— 

305 

Hereford  High  School  for  Girls 

— 

385 

385 

Kington  Grammar 

100 

112 

212 

Ledbury  Grammar 

77 

146 

223 

Leominster  Grammar  ... 

115 

141 

256 

Ross  Grammar  ... 

117 

141 

258 

Total  ... 

767 

1003 

1770 

RESULTS  OF  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

Number  of  Children  examined  : 


f Entrants  ...  ...  ...  570 

Routines  Third  Age  Group  ...  ...  163 

f Other  Routines  ...  ...  107  Total  840 


Number  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re-Inspections  ...  73 


SUMMARY  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Number  of  Children  found  to  require  treatment  ...  275 
Number  of  Children  requiring  observation  ...  ...  38 
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NUTRITION 


A 

L 

B 

C 

D 

Total 

Slightly 

Number 

Excellent 

Normal 

Subnormal 

Bad 

Year 

of  Children 

No. 

0/ 

JO 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

Examined. 

1939 

502 

39 

7.8 

404 

80.5 

58 

11.5 

1 

1940 

545 

77 

14.1 

438 

80.4 

29 

5.3 

1 

1941 

722 

104 

14.4 

565 

78.3 

53 

7.3 

0 

1942 

535 

88 

16.4 

384 

71.8 
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11.8 
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7-97 

0 

FURTHER  DETAILS  OF  MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

EYES. 


Number  of 
children 
examined 

Errors  of  Refrac- 
tion found,  and 
Spectacles  pres- 
cribed. 

Spectacles 
obtained 
through  County 
Scheme. 

Dr.  Barnes. 

Hereford 

94 

61 

48 

Dr.  Richardson. 

Kington 

3 

2 

1 

Leominster  ... 

10 

8 

8 

Ross  

10 

5 

5 

Total 

117 

76 

62 

EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT  OPERATIONS. 


Hospitals. 

T onsils 
only 

Adenoids 

only 

Tonsils  & 
Adenoids 

Total 

County  Council  Hospital 

— 
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4 

Kington  Cottage  Hospital 
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— 

1 
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Ross  Cottage  Hospital  ... 
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1 

1 
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— 

— 

6 

6 
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MULTIPLE  EXTRACTIONS  IN  HOSPITALS 

Number  of  children  treated  under  General  Anaesthetics 
Number  of  extractions  (permanent  teeth) 

Number  of  extractions  (temporary  teeth)  ... 


